
The Greatest Motivation 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 – “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has 
died for all, therefore all have died, and He died for all that those who live might no longer live for 
themselves but for Him who for their sake died and was raised.” 

Every day of life is filled with an unceasing amount of activity. There are schedules to meet, bills to pay, 
people to connect with and plans to be made. Hardly does a day go by that the “what” of life does not 
dominate our attention from the moment we get up until the moment we rest our head on the pillow. 
Have you ever stopped to consider what truths, values or principles are motivating your daily activity? In 
other words, what is the “why” behind the “what” in your life? 

The Apostle Paul touched on this issue in his letter to the church in Corinth when he talked directly 
about why he was travelling about preaching the Gospel and following up with churches that he had 
helped to plant. He clarified for his readers that, even in the midst of hardship and ridicule, there was a 
controlling affection and a compelling truth that provided motivation in his life and ministry.  

1. Controlling Affection – “For the love of Christ controls us…” Paul controlling affection was for 
the Lord Jesus. Even more than that, when carefully examined, 2 Corinthians 5:14 identifies that 
it is the reality of Christ’s love for Paul that continually motivates Paul’s love in response. I John 
4:19 states that “we love because He first loved us.” Paul loved the Lord Jesus because the love 
of Christ for him had been demonstrated on the cross. The Gospel of Christ had taken root in 
Paul’s life and he was decidedly motivated by its truth and effect. His activity was first of all 
motivated by a controlling affection for His Savior. 

2. Compelling Truth – Paul then goes on to explain even more how the truth of the Gospel 
motivated Him by leaving Him with this compelling truth: “He died for all that those who live 
might no longer live for themselves but for Him who for their sake died and was raised.” Christ’s 
sacrifice on our behalf frees us from our self-pursuits and calls us to a life of worship and 
response to Him. Paul’s life was motivated by the compelling truth that he did not live for 
himself but rather for His Savior who died to pay the sin penalty for him. This compelling truth 
motivated Paul to faithful service and significant impact 

Take the time today to consider the “why” behind the “what in your life. Is the love of Christ controlling 
you and are your daily actions motivated by the privilege of response to Him? Is the truth of the Gospel, 
that Christ died to pay for your sins and thus frees you to His work and worship, the compelling truth 
that motivates daily life? Paul found the greatest motivation…I live because of Christ!.. and it beckons to 
be our motivation today. 

Further Reading – Consider how this motivation is announced by Paul in Philippians 1:20-24 and 
Galatians 2:20 
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