
ADOPTION BASICS  Learn initial steps and valuable information about adoption.

INTerNATIONAl ADOPTION BASICS

 1.  Adoption Agency- the organization that helps you bring your child home. They will guide you 

through the entire process, so choose someone who is ethical and that you can trust and whom 

you’ve gotten good reviews about. (Please see Resources about how to research and ethical 

adoption agency).

 2.  Homestudy- this is the first major collection of paperwork that you will complete for the adop-

tion. This is done by an adoption social worker. You will be gathering lots of personal paperwork 

such as marriage and birth certificates, financial statements, references, health statements, etc. 

There will also be several meetings between you and your social worker, and a home visit. You 

will also have to do adoption training. This comes in various forms depending on the agency 

doing your homestudy. Sometimes it’s DVD training, sometimes it’s classes at the agency itself or 

online, and sometimes it’s book reading.

 3.  Dossier- this is the 2nd batch of paperwork that you will complete for the adoption. The home-

study is part of the dossier, which is why it is done first. Some documents in your homestudy will 

be repeated in the dossier. The dossier (complete with homestudy in it) will be what is sent to the 

country in which you are adopting from. 

 4. referral- this is when you are matched with your child. 

FIrST 3 STePS

 1.  Choose a main agency (please see how to research an agency resource). This is the agency that 

will complete your adoption. You can choose an agency outside of the state you live in. Location 

does not matter for your overall agency. Be sure your adoption agency of choice is Hague Accred-

ited. (This is just an accreditation/license that is formed between the U.S. and the country you are 

adopting from. It keeps both parties safe and ethical. This information should be right on their 

website or packet information. If not, just call and ask).

 2.  Choose a homestudy agency. (This is where people get confused). A homestudy is basically a 

massive collection of paperwork and interviews on your family that say you are qualified to be an 

adoptive parent. If you do not live in the same state as the adoption agency you choose, or live 

very far from it in the same state, your adoption agency will have an agency local to you do your 

homestudy. Sometimes your adoption agency will already have a list of local agencies in your 

area that they will accept homestudies from. Other adoption agencies will let you shop around 

your area and then get it approved by them. Check with your main agency before agreeing to do 

a homestudy with an agency to make sure they will accept it.



 3.  Start collecting documents! You will spend a couple months running around like mad  

collecting paperwork. Here are some things to start collecting that can take weeks and weeks to 

obtain if you don’t already have them, so get them now! 

  o  Certified copies of marriage certificate and all birth certificates of everyone living in your 

house (related or not).

  o  Schedule physicals at the doctor for every person in your house. This is huge to get on the 

calendar. Some doctors won’t get you in for months and it can be the one thing that keeps 

you waiting to complete your homestudy

  o  Updated passport and driver’s license 

  o  Have easy access to copies of paycheck stubs, W-4 forms, or income tax forms, insurance 

policies, investments, and debts.

 4.  read, read, and read! Do not assume adoption is “just like parenting a bio child.” In a lot of 

ways, it is. But in a lot of ways it isn’t, depending on the age you bring your child home, what 

they have already experienced in their life before you, etc. Even infant/baby adoption can have 

long-term affects on a child that you need to be educated about. The worst possible thing you 

can do as an adoptive parent is to not educate yourself. There are countless resources available 

so I encourage you to please take advantage of them. You need to be a student of adoption, be-

cause from this point on, it will always be part of your life. Learning about how to best parent your 

adopted child, for LIFE, not just through the initial process, is part of our stewardship from God 

as parents.


