
CHOOSING AN AGENCY - DOMESTIC

How to Research and Choose an Ethical Adoption Agency for Domestic Adoption

STEP 1: Pray! Is God calling you to be an adoptive parent? If so, what direction do you feel God is calling 

you toward and how has He equipped your family?

STEP 2: Request information packets from agencies and adoption lawyers. You can find agencies by doing 

a simple “Google search” online. Or you can begin with the agencies listed below that are agencies with 

good reputations.

STEP 3: Decide if you would rather use an adoption agency or complete a private adoption through an 

adoption lawyer. It isn’t a bad idea to look into both working with agencies and adoption lawyers to get a 

feel for the differences. Your family will have to decide which would work better for you.

STEP 4: When you receive an information packet, here are some things to look for: (Below, both “adoption 

law offices” and “adoption agencies” are referred to as “agencies.”)

1. Expenses- Costs vary between agencies, sometimes by thousands of dollars! Make sure to also take 

into account medical expenses, legal fees, travel expenses and living expenses. These can be above 

and beyond the agency fees.

2. Pay schedule- Many agencies split up the fees and they may come in chunks of a few thousand dollars 

at different stages of the adoption. Be sure to check each agency’s pay schedule from the beginning of 

the adoption to the end. If the agency requires a large sum of money before a child is placed, that is a 

red flag.

3. Wait time- You will want to ask how long a wait it is from finishing all your paperwork to getting a 

referral (How long it will take you to complete your paperwork will vary between families. Some are 

very efficient and collect everything all at once, others may take their time.) If you choose to work with 

an adoption lawyer, you will want to ask how you will be paired with a birth mother. Is that up to the law 

office to match you or will you have to find your own by placing ads in newspapers, etc.?

4. Pregnancy clause- Find out what your agency’s policy is on you becoming pregnant. Some agencies 

put a hold on your adoption process or stop it altogether if you become pregnant. You will have to 

decide as a family how you feel about that. But even if you aren’t planning another biological child 

there can always be “surprises” unless you have made that a permanent decision. Therefore, decide 

what you believe about a pregnancy clause regardless of your plan for more biological children. Be 

very direct in asking the agency specifics of their pregnancy clause and obtain all the information. They 

are not always written in the information packets, and tend to be vague, so you need to ask if you don’t  

see it, and push the specifics of their pregnancy rules. These questions should include whether or not 

you will receive any of the money back that you have already paid.



5. Interview- Interview families who have used the agencies you are interested in. Ask the agency for 

lists of families who will give a review. Ask them the strengths and weaknesses of the agency, etc. Be 

persistent in asking for weaknesses. Every agency has things they can improve on, so be aware of 

agencies or families who claim they have no weaknesses or areas of growth. 

6. Services to Birth Parents- Ask the agency what types of services they offer to the birth parents. Do 

they offer non-coercive counseling and support to the birth parents? Do they offer counseling to birth 

parents after placement and for how long?

7. Services and resources for adoptive families – Ask what services and resources are available for you as 

an adoptive family during and after your adoption. Some agencies offer classes (some free of charge) 

after your adoption, counseling, get-togethers, etc. These may be very beneficial to you and your child 

as they grow.

8. Large Amounts of Money in Cash- Be very suspicious of agencies asking you to pay large amounts of 

adoption fees in cash. This is typically not part of ethical adoption practices. 

9. Differences in State Laws- Depending on the state in which the agency practices ask about that state’s 

adoption laws and make sure you understand and are comfortable with those laws. All state laws will 

vary. 

10. Decision to Parent- Does the agency respect the birth parents’ rights to make the decision to parent? 

What steps do they take to make sure the birth parent is not being pressured in giving up their parental 

right.

11. Information from the Birth Family- Does the agency provide you with a complete social and medical 

history on the birth family, now and later? 

12. Views on Abortion- Find out the agency’s views on abortion. Just because they are an adoption agency 

does not mean they are pro-life. You will need to decide whether or not you are comfortable working 

with an agency that refers women for abortions.

13. Open or closed adoption-You need to decide as a family if your adoption will be open (biological 

parents having contact with you and your child within boundaries) or closed (all communication 

between birth parents and adoptive parents going through a third party). Interviewing other families 

on this subject can be very helpful in understand pros and cons of both.

Here are some names of agencies to start you off in asking them to send you their information packet. You 

can also google “adoption agencies.” Note that not everyone has the same expectations in their adoption 

journey. Some people will have bad experiences with adoption agencies, maybe some listed below. But, 

by and large, our families have had very positive experiences with these organizations.

•	 Bethany Christian Services

•	 Adoptions of Indiana

•	 St. Elizabeth/Coleman

•	 Kirsch & Kirsch (adoption attorneys in Indianapolis)

•	 Christian Adoption Consultants (connects you with several adoption agencies all over the  

United States)

https://www.bethany.org/
http://adoptionsofindiana.org/
http://www.givingbirthtohope.org/
http://www.indianaadoption.com/Contact.shtml
http://www.christianadoptionconsultants.com/

