
 

 

 
This week in history contains within it the climax of the greatest story ever 
told. On this week a couple thousand years ago a man from Galilee made 
his way to Jerusalem to make atonement for the sins of His people. Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah, the holy one of God, would stare death in the face and 
continue on in obedience to the Father. His actions, so many years ago, 
have directly affected our lives more than any other event in all of history. It 
is by his wounds that we are healed. It is his substitutionary death that made 
a way for us to live. Let’s join together this week to revisit the story of his 
great life, death & resurrection. Let’s discuss, pray, meditate, teach, learn 
and mourn together. Let us be resolved to not be distracted from what 
matters the most. This week, of all weeks, we remember the story… 
 
 

Remember the Story� 



 

 

 
Sunday (Nisan 10): The Beginning of the End 
 
Bible Text: Luke 19:10 and Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Luke 19:10, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
Matthew 21:9, “And the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were 
shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Devotional: 
It’s the beginning of the end! Jesus’ last week on earth. The gospels give us a solid 
account of Jesus’ life and ministry. He preached to the masses and taught His 
disciples. He healed the sick and raised the dead. He calmed the storm and He 
prayed to the Father. But Jesus’ time on earth is coming to a close, so let’s take a look 
at His last week on earth.  
 
Jesus is making His way to the city of Jerusalem, and on the way, He has an 
interaction with a man named Zacchaeus.  You know Zacchaeus, “the wee little man 
who climbed into a sycamore tree to see Jesus.” More than being a children’s song 
we sing, this story reveals to us an important aspect of Jesus’ mission on this earth. 
Luke 19:10 tells us that “the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Jesus, the 
Son of Man, did not come to earth to be a political figure, a popular prophet, or even 
a great preacher; He came to earth to find and save sinners! 
 
So keep that truth in mind as we fast forward to Sunday, the 10th of Nisan. In the Old 
Testament, today was the day when Jewish families selected a lamb to be sacrificed 
for the Passover. Once these lambs were selected they were led into the city to be 
inspected. Little did the people in Jerusalem know that the man humbly entering the 
city on a donkey would be the true and final sacrificial lamb! As He is riding on a 
donkey, entering the city, the crowds of people exclaim, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David…. Hosanna in the Highest!” The word Hosanna means, “save us please.” The 



 

 

people thought Jesus was an earthly king entering the city to deliver the nation of 
Israel from the Romans. But as we know from the story of Zacchaeus, Jesus came to 
deliver people from the curse of sin! 
 
The crowds of people in the city were correct in saying that Jesus would save them, 
but their hearts were far from the truth of His deliverance. This week, let us remember 
that Jesus is the true sacrificial lamb who saves, not a nation from bondage, but His 
people from the curse of sin!  
 
Questions: 
Why did Christ come to earth? 
What does “Hosanna” mean and why is that important for us? 
 
 
Pray Together: 
Heavenly Father, we come before you with thankful hearts! Thankful that you sent 
Jesus to earth to seek and to save sinners. We are thankful that You sent Jesus to 
earth to be the true and final sacrificial Lamb. Above all, we are thankful for Jesus, the 
only One who can truly bring people to God.  We celebrate His humility in entering 
the city on a donkey and we long for the day He returns in triumph and power! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Monday (Nisan 11): The Cleansing of the Temple 
  
Bible Text: Matthew 21:12-13 
  
And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you make it a den of robbers.” 
  
Additional Reading: Isaiah 56:7, Jeremiah 7:11, Mark 11:15-19 
  
Devotional: 
While we often focus on Christ’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem before moving to the 
Last Supper and Good Friday later in the week, the first part of the week was not an 
idle time during the Passover. This was still a time when ritual cleansing was being 
done in each one’s household, to ensure that each place in turn was ready for the 
important feast. The city was absolutely full of individuals in town for the event, and 
we can only imagine the bustle of all those people trying to get arrangements made, 
details seen to, and preparing their households for what was to come. 
  
We come, then, to the account above in Scripture, detailing Christ’s cleansing of the 
temple from the moneylenders and merchants. Why did he do this? Since many Jews 
came from distant lands to Jerusalem for the Passover, they often bought their animal 
sacrifices once they arrived in the city. However, an entire industry had sprung up 
within the temple that was anything but pleasing to God. These were individuals 
involved in price-gouging, exploitation of the poor, and simply setting up their shops 
in a place (the Court of the Gentiles) that should have been a place of reverence and 
prayer. Imagine attempting to pray to God at the temple while someone is loudly 
haggling over the price of a sacrificial animal next to a large pen of doves and 
pigeons! 
  



 

 

Jesus was cleansing His Father’s house, driving out the self-centered transactions, 
pagan coinage, and robbers of the poor. He showed not only his authority as Messiah 
in his purifying and cleansing of the temple, but he was underlining the importance of 
showing reverence and devotion to the one true God. Remarkably, this was actually 
the second cleansing of the temple we see by Jesus in the Gospels. The first, 
recorded in John 2, actually takes place at the start of his ministry. Yet, three years 
later, again the people have returned to disgracing God’s house with unholy, unjust 
acts of gouging the poor and showing an utter disregard for the sanctity of God’s 
house. Even with the Messiah in their midst, they sought material gain and ease over 
a proper worship of God. The Passover, a remembrance of God’s miraculous 
deliverance for His people, had become more about commercial opportunity and 
external displays than it had giving glory to their sovereign God who had done so 
much for them. 
  
Today, we are in a culture that relentlessly commercializes everything. The church is 
certainly not immune to this, and it is easy to make Easter an event that has more to 
do with baskets full of plastic grass and chocolate, or showing up for one of our two 
Sundays a year than about praising God for the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the Cross 
for our sins. In any age, treating the holiness and worship of God with casualness or 
apathy is a serious matter. When we think of those last, incredible days of Jesus’ walk 
before he obediently took the full wrath of God in the place of sinners who had 
nothing for Him but hate and mockery, where is our focus? Do we seek to purify our 
hearts and minds, to prepare our homes and families with thoughts of how much has 
been given? Or has the message of Christ’s Holy Week somehow become muted, 
casual, secondary? In our own preparations this week, let us come before God with 
an intentional focus in our hearts and minds on praising and thanking God for the 
Good News of our Savior! 
  
Prayer: Lord, we come before you knowing that we have too often put the things of 
the world over the things of eternal importance. Forgive us, and let us come before 
You, praising Your justice, mercy, love, and sovereign holiness. You are the God of 
all, so holy, hating sin, and yet you chose a people comprised of rebellious sinners, 
gave them a new heart, that they might repent and put their faith in Christ, who 
suffered on the Cross for all the sins of those He would save. Let our prayers and 
worship be not mindless or merely displays, but informed and focused on the 
accomplished work of Jesus Christ and Your remarkable, endless loving kindness and 
grace. Let this week be the start of a lifetime where give these matters the full weight 
they deserve in the scope of eternity, and let us praise the God who has given us 
infinite riches as heirs with Christ. Amen. 



 

 

 
Tuesday (Nisan 12): Watch, Wait, and Obey the King 
 
Bible Text: Matthew 24:32-35 
 
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out 
its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you 
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away.” 
 
Additional Readings: Psalm 119:89, Isaiah 40:8, 1 Peter 1:23-25 
 
Devotional: 
It’s Tuesday, three days before the crucifixion, and Jesus is taking time to teach His 
disciples. Jesus shows us the importance of discipleship and reveals that He is not 
downtrodden over the fact that in three days His earthly body was going to die. 
Instead He was urging His beloved disciples to watch and wait eagerly for His return. 
In Matthew 24 Jesus uses the lesson of the withered fig tree to explain His second 
coming. He says “as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near,” so when the signs of the tribulation occur you know that 
Christ is near. The compassion of the Lord is evident in the fact that He didn't leave 
his disciples without instruction for the future. He gave them hope. Hope that He 
knew they would need when He was no longer on earth to instruct them.  
 
But not only did Jesus offer His guys hope, but He also declared His authority. Verse 
35 states, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” Jesus 
declared to His disciples that He was Sovereign and His Word would never pass 
away. His Word is our ultimate authority and should be read, followed, and obeyed. 
How encouraging that in a moment where Jesus knew it would seem desperate and 
hopeless for his disciples at the time of His crucifixion, He reassured them that He 
would prevail and His Word was their ultimate authority.  
 



 

 

Just like John declared in Revelation 22, “Come Lord Jesus!”, let us eagerly await the 
return of Christ. As exiles looking forward to a better Kingdom, we can have hope 
that whatever God says will come to fruition. His Word never fails; His promises are 
always upheld! Also, let us imitate Christ, who instead of reveling in His imminent 
death, saw the greater picture of God’s kingdom, and He poured into the men that 
would soon be caring the gospel across the globe. May our churches and families do 
the same - willing and passionate to pour into others and make disciples. 
 
So beloved child of God, watch, wait, and obey the King! 
 
Questions:  
Jesus poured into His disciples, how are you doing investing into those God has 
placed in your life? 
How can we eagerly wait for the Lord? 
What are some ways we can encourage each other as we wait? 
 
Pray Together: 
Heavenly Father, we are thankful that a simple lesson about a fig tree can show us 
something so great about your Kingdom! We long for the day when Christ returns for 
His church. We base that truth not upon myth or tradition, rather our hope is in your 
unchanging, never failing Word! We praise our good Father who is above all rulers, 
authorities, and powers. We exalt your name and trust in your Word - knowing that it 
is our ultimate authority. Help us sharpen and disciple one another as we look 
forward to our coming King. Amen.  
 



 

 

 
Wednesday (Nisan 13): Praise the LORD! 
 
Bible Text: Psalm 117; Psalm 118:22 
 
Psalm 117: Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! For great is His 
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 
LORD! 
 
Psalm 118:22: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
 
Additional Readings: Mark 14:26, Psalm 113-118, Revelation 5 
 
Devotional: 
It’s Wednesday and the final pieces are coming together. Even though the gospels 
have no record of Wednesday before the Passover, we know that Jesus spends the 
day in Bethany preparing for the last supper with His disciples. The Sanhedrin are 
plotting Jesus’ demise. Judas is planning his betrayal. Other than that, not much is 
know about “Silent Wednesday,” so what truths can we walk away with? 
 
Let’s set the stage for Thursday. Right now it’s Wednesday and tomorrow at twilight 
the passover lambs are going to be slaughtered. Mark 14:26 gives us a little insight 
into the passover dinner. After Jesus and the disciples had eaten Mark says, “And 
when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” Tradition holds 
that the song the Jews sang after the passover dinner was called the ‘Egyptian Hallel.’ 
Psalm 113-118 comprised these songs of praise. So during the passover dinner, 
Jewish families, Jesus, and His disciples are singing these songs. Why does this 
matter? Well look at some of the lines of this psalm: “Praise the LORD, all nations!” 
and “Extol Him, all peoples!” Even though those singing these praises might of not 
fully realized it, they were proclaiming Christ’s redemption of the nations. The very 
one who was about to be crucified on a tree would be the perfect lamb of God 
slaughtered to redeem the nations! 
 



 

 

Not only are the Jews singing about Christ’s redemption of the nations, but that also 
proclaim His victory over sin and His headship of the church. Psalm 118:22 says, “the 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” That rejected stone is 
Jesus - soon to be handed over and killed - only to raise back to life victorious over 
sin and triumphant as the cornerstone of the church! 
 
On this silent Wednesday, we, like the Psalmist, can praise God and celebrate His 
faithfulness. We worship because Christ overcame the grave, died for the nations, 
and it the very foundation of our faith! 
 
Question/Discussion 
Read a chapter or two of the Egyptian Hallel (Psalm 113-118). What do these songs of 
praise teach us about God? 
 
Pray Together: 
Heavenly Father, your steadfast love and faithfulness have no end! We thank you for 
Jesus, who was sent to die so that we might live. Even though Jesus was rejected by 
men and killed on the cross, we celebrate His victory over sin and His position as 
cornerstone of the church. We are grateful to read your word and view it in light of 
the cross. Father, there is no one greater than you and there is no greater love than 
your’s for us. And for that we praise your name! Amen.  
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Thursday (Nisan 14): The time has come! 
 
Bible Text: Matthew 26:17-46;  John 13-17 
 
Devotional thought: 
It’s Thursday. Jesus has spent the week back and forth between Jerusalem and 
Bethany but the time has come. This is it. Jesus sends a couple of his disciples to 
prepare the passover meal. He will eat his last supper with them tonight. This sacred 
meal that they’re eating together is in remembrance of a night long ago. On that 
night in Egypt the blood of a spotless lamb would save God’s people from death. 
Now, a few thousand years later, the perfect lamb of God was preparing to make his 
way to the cross. Jesus was the master of seizing teachable moments and he certainly 
took advantage of some tonight. After the meal he got up, removed his outer 
garments and broke with the normal tradition of the night. He took some water and a 
towel and washed the feet of his disciples. He was teaching them was leadership 
looked like. Some time after washing their feet, they began to sing. The last song of 
the night was Psalm 118. Imagine the moment……it’s late, they just ate the passover 
meal, Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper, washed their feet & told them to love one 
another. Now, as a culmination of the evening, they sing this song together. One of 
the lines in this ancient song is “This is the day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.”  
  
Now Jesus makes his way towards the garden of Gethsemane with his disciples. John 
chapters 15, 16 & 17 give us a glimpse into what Jesus taught his disciples on the way 
to the garden. Stop for a couple of minutes and read these three chapters together. 
What an incredible glimpse into an intimate moment between Jesus and those 
closest to him!  
 
“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be 
my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 



 

 

commandments and abide in His love. These things I have spoken to you that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”   John 15:7 - 11 
 
Jesus would continue on into the garden. He would spend some time praying there. 
Then, in the dark of the night, Judas showed up with the soldiers. He had been 
betrayed. Jesus went quietly with the mob. He didn’t run, didn’t panic, didn’t argue. 
Jesus knew that the time had come for him to finish what he had come to do. This 
would prove to be a terrible night. The disciples were scattered. Jesus was beaten, 
shamed, mocked, denied, put on trial, falsely accused and ultimately rejected by the 
Jews.  
 
As we remember the story, it is good for us to learn from what we recount. Spend a 
few minutes discussing some of the things that Jesus tells his disciples on this night… 
 
 
 Other Questions: 
- Jesus said “I am the vine and you are the branches.” What did he mean? 
 
- What does abide mean? How can we abide in His love? 
 
Prayer: 
Father help us to remember these stories well. We confess that it is easy to forget or 
grow insensitive the the things we find in your word. Help us to love each other and 
to abide in your love. Thank you for providing an account of the events of this special 
night. Thank you for sending Jesus to die so that we might live. Amen. �
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Friday (Nisan 15): When Friday got good. �
 
Bible Text: Luke 22:66 - 23:56; John 18:28 - 19:42  
 
Friday. It’s been a long night. Jesus has endured being beaten, mocked, spit on, 
accused, betrayed, denied, abandoned and rejected. The morning brings with it 
another level of pain and abuse. The Jewish leaders of the day delivered Jesus to 
Pilate, the Roman governor. They intended for Pilate to put Jesus to death. After a 
few questions and political games, Pilate orders that Jesus be scourged. This 
scourging was a terrible torture that would cause intense agony, pain & shame. After 
the beating, Jesus is returned to Pilate and brought before the people. They demand 
to “Crucify him!”. Unwilling to have a riot on his watch, Pilate complies with their 
demands and has Jesus crucified. The Son of God, sinless & holy, has been beaten 
mercilessly and is now about to be marched up a hill where He will be nailed to a 
cross.  
 
Then, Jesus was stretched out on a rugged cross and nails were driven through his 
hands and his feet. The cross was stood upright and he was put on display for all to 
see. Onlookers watched as he suffered. By this point Jesus was a bloody mess. He’s 
been beaten, stripped, shamed, mocked, crucified. Now he waits to die. Matthew 
27:45 tells us that from noon to 3 pm darkness covered the land. Jesus was in agony.  
 
Here we see a perfect example of steady, faithful obedience in the midst of terrible 
suffering and pain. Jesus bore in his body the sins of the world. He bore the wrath of 
God; our due punishment for sin. His quiet obedience would make atonement for us. 
He was dying…and his death would bring us life.  
 
About the ninth hour (3 pm) the time had finally come. His work was done. Jesus 
could feel his heartbeat slowing. He knew that it was over. With one of his last breaths 
Jesus cries out with a loud voice. With all the strength he can muster he screamed “IT 



 

 

IS FINISHED!!”. And it was finished. His work was done. God answered His cries for 
help and Jesus, our great rescuer, bowed his head and died.  
 
On this very same day so many years ago, the nation of Israel walked out of 400 years 
of bondage in Egypt. This ancient anniversary was made even more significant than it 
had ever been. What had been remembered as the day that God set his people free 
from the strong hand of Pharaoh would now forever be called “Good Friday” for on 
this day Jesus had set his people free from an even deeper bondage to an infinitely 
better freedom.  
 
Questions: 
What are some things that we can do to remember the story of Good Friday? 
How do we best celebrate such a somber day? 
What did Jesus mean when He said “It is finished.”? 
 
 
Prayer:  
God help us to understand Friday. Until we feel the weight of the suffering, anguish 
and pain that Jesus experienced we will not appreciate the glory of Sunday. Forgive 
us for the times that we think we’re the only ones that have ever suffered. Thank you 
for sending Jesus to endure the stripes that were meant for our backs, the nails that 
were for our hands, the death that should have engulfed us. Thank you that his blood 
covers my sins. That by His wounds we are healed. Help us to stare directly into His 
suffering rather than sanitize it to ease the sting. Make the darkness of Friday make 
Sunday gloriously bright. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Saturday (Nisan 16): Sunday is Coming   
 
Bible Text: Isaiah 53:5-7 
But He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His wounds we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned - everyone - to His own way; and 
the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and He was 
afflicted yet He opened not His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like 
a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so He opened not His mouth. 
 
Devotional: 
Its Saturday, and Jesus is in the grave. The very One who declared Himself to be the 
Son of God is dead. No heartbeat, no pulse, no brain activity. The One who created 
life, is lying in a tomb lifeless. All Scripture tells us about this very ominous day is that 
Pilate places guards outside of the tomb. So what can we learn from this day of 
silence? What truths can we take away from the death of the Son of God? 
 
First, we should be very careful not to gloss over the horrid details of the cross. Listen 
to the language of Isaiah 53 in regards to Christ’s suffering: He bore our grief and 
carried our sorrow; smitten by God and afflicted; He was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our sin; he was chastised and wounded and 
oppressed. History tells us that crucifixion was one of the most excruciating forms of 
death. The Romans wanted to make a punishment so extreme that the victim gladly 
welcomed death to relieve the torment. And Jesus endured the excruciating, 
agonizing cross so we didn't have to! When we feel the weight of the crucifixion, 
when we feel its emotion and horror, it is then that we celebrate the resurrection well!   
 
Second, imagine the feeling of the disciples. Three years ago these guys left 
everything behind to follow Jesus. Surely they were thinking, “Did I make a mistake?” 
or “I’ve wasted my life!” or even “Was Jesus crazy?” On Saturday, the disciples had to 
exercise faith - were they going to trust in what Jesus said He was going to do? Now 



 

 

on the post side of the crucifixion, we must exercise faith, not that Christ will raise 
from the dead, rather that He will return for His bride. Do we rest in God’s faithfulness 
and believe that when Jesus said He’s coming back, that He really will?  
 
So, on this Saturday, let’s stop and reflect on the the death of Christ. Our hearts and 
minds should overflow with gratitude and affection for the King of kings who was 
brutally murdered on a tree. We have hope on this Saturday, because Sunday is 
coming! 
 
Questions: 
When is that last time you really stopped and thought about  the death of Christ? 
Do you long for the day when Christ returns for His church? How can you help your 
family live with that perspective? 
 
Pray Together: 
Heavenly Father, You are the author of our salvation and the One who planned our 
redemption. Your love for us sent Your only Son to earth. Jesus lived the perfect life 
we could not live, and He died the criminals death we should have died. Today we 
celebrate Christ, who bore our sins on His body on the cross so that we might have 
life! Father, please help us to never get over the cross. We want the reality of Jesus’ 
death to grip our hearts and change our lives. We can celebrate the death of Jesus 
because we know the grave could not hold Him! Amen.  
 
 


